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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


To  tlio  Chairman  and  'Members  of  the  Mere 
District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  report 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1905. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  1905  the  deaths  registered  in 
the  district  numbered  67,  exactly  the  same  num¬ 
ber  as  last  year.  These  show  a  death-rate  of  13.3 
per  1,000  population,  calculated  on  the  census 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year.  The  death- 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
year  1905  was  15.2.  Of  the  deaths  eight  were  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  equal  to  an 
annual  death-rate  of  68.3  per  1,000  births  (England 
and  Wales  128).  TAventy-eight  deaths  were  of 
persons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

According  to  the  quarters  of  the  year,  the  deaths 
were  as  follows:  — 
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There  were  33  deaths  of  males  and  34  of  females. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  was  117,  an  increase  of  eight  on 
last  year.  This  number  is  equal  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  23.3  per  1,000  population.  The 
birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  period  was  27.2.  51  of  the  births 
were  of  males  and  66  of  females. 


MORTALITY  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 

Of  the  deaths  classified  according  to  their 
causes  2  were  of  phthisis,  9  of  bronchitis,  5  of 
pneumonia,  and  9  of  heart  diseases.  There  were 
2  deaths  returned  as  due  to  cancer,  12  to  apoplexy 
in  its  various  forms,  and  2  to  accidents. 

DEATHS'  FROM  ZYMOTIC1  DISEASES. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  numbered 
four,  viz.,  1  from  puerperal  fever  which  occurred 
at  East  Knoyle,  1  from  scarlatina  at  Zeals,  1  from 
enteric  fever,  and  1  from  pyaemia,  both  of  which 
occurred  in  Mere. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

During  tlie  year  49  cases  included  under  zymotic 
diseases  have  been  reported  under  the  Act.  Of 
these  34  were  scarlatina,  5  diphtheria,  5  enteric 
fever,  4  erysipelas,  and  one  puerperal  fever. 


SCARLATINA. 

This  disease  has  been  prevalent  in  the  parish 
of  Zeals  during  a  great  part  of  the  37ear,  29  cases 
having  occurred,  the  majority  of  them  during  the 
first  six  months.  The  epidemic  was  a  continua¬ 
tion  from  last  year,  and  altogether  49  cases  have 
been  reported  in  the  parish.  From  the  fact  that 
the  children  attending  the  National  Schools  pro¬ 
vided  nearly  all  the  cases  I  concluded  that  these 
Schools  were  the  centre  of  infection,  and  I  recom¬ 
mended  your  Council  to  close  them  for  a  time, 
and  during  the  closure  to  have  them  thoroughly 
disinfected.  This  was  done,  and  the  number  of 
cases  diminished  considerably.  During  October- 
four  cases  occurred  at  Stourton,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  infection  was  taken  from  some  of  the 
Zeals  cases.  Fortunately,  it  did  not.  spread  in 
that  parish.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  continued 
duration  of  the  Zeals  epidemic  was  largely  due 
to  the  carelessness  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  infected  houses.  In  fact,  your  Council  con¬ 
sidered  it  advisable  to  prosecute  in  one  case  of 
wilful  exposure,  and  obtained  a  conviction  of  the 
offender. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Only  four  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported 
in  the  district  during  the  year.  This  is  a.  great 
improvement  on  past  years,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
point  out  there  was  no  case  in  Stourton,  the  pre¬ 
cautions  taken  by  your  Council  having  apparently 
stamped  out  the  disease  in  this  parish. 

ENTERIC  FEYER. 

Five  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during 
the  year,  four  of  which  occurred  in  the  town  of 
Mere.  In  one  case,  a  fatal  one,  the  patient  came 
to  the  town  as  a  visitor  during  the  period  of 
incubation,  but  in  the  other  cases  I  failed  to 
trace  the  source  of  contagion.  The  number  of 
cases  in  Mere  is  a-  considerable  increase  on  past 
years,  and  as  the  contagious  matter  of  typhoid  is 
frequently  conveyed  in  drinking*  water,  and  is 
liable  to  find  its  way  into  shallow  wells,  which 
depend  chiefly  on  surface  water,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  this  increase  is  a  serious  matter,  remem¬ 
bering  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Mere  obtain  their  drinking  water  from 
shallow  wells. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year  those  portions  of  the  district 
which  depend  for  their  water  supply  on  surface 
wells,  and  which  portions  I  have  mentioned  in 
my  previous  reports,  have  been  suffering  at  times 
from  great  deficiency  of  water.  This  is  accounted 
for  when  the  rainfall  is  considered.  From  obser¬ 
vations  taken  in  the  town  of  Mere,  it  was  recorded 
that  the  rainfall  in  the  month  of  July  was  the 


lowest  observed  in  tlie  town  for  fifteen  years, 
viz.,  .45  inches-.  The  total  rainfall  in  the  town 
of  Mere  for  the  year  was  26.49  inches,  which  is 
6.01  below  the  average  for  the  last  10  years.  The 
rainfall  for  the  three  months  May  to  July  was 
only  3.66  inches.  During  the  year  your  Council 
have  continued  your  endeavours  to  discover  a 
source  of  water  supply,  which  shall  not  only  be 
satisfactory  as  regards  quantity  and  quality, 
but  also  in  a  situation  from  which  it  may 
be  economically  distributed  to  the  various 
portions  of  the  district  where  it  is  re¬ 
quired.  So  far  such  a  source  has  not  been  dis¬ 
covered,  but  as  attempts  are  still  being  made, 
and  new  springe  tested,  I  trust  that  in  course  of 
time  you  will  be  successful.  A  spring  of  water 
at  East  Ivnoyle  is  being  examined,  and  if  found 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  I  understand  this  source 
will  be  used  to  supply  those  parts  of  the  parish 
at  present  deficient.  During  the  year  the  water 
supply  of  Stourton  has  been  carried  on  to  por¬ 
tions  of  Kilmington,  and  the  water  supply  of 
Maiden  Bradley  has  been  carried  to  some  of  the 
out-lying  farms. 

REGULATIONS  FOR  DAIRIES  AND 
COWSHED'S. 

During  April  of  the  past  year  your  Council 
adopted  Regulations  for  improving  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Atilkshops 
in  the  district.  Remembering  the  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  milk  produced  in  the  district,  and  sent  to 
London  and  elsewhere,  I  consider  these  Regula¬ 
tions  of  great  importance  and  feel  that  you 
cannot  make  them  too  widely  known  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  The  present  sanitary  condition  of  most 
of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  is  below  that 
required  by  your  Regulations,  and  as  drainage 
and  water  supply  will  entail  time  and  expense, 
I  would  recommend  your  Council  not  to  enforce 
the  Regulations!  too  strictly  until  the  owners 
have  had  time  to  make  the  improvements. 

THE  GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year,  the  various  portions  of  the 
district  have  been  frequently  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  I  am  satisfied 
from  observation,  that  the  general  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  is  satisfactory.  Many  nuisances  have  been 
discovered  and  corrected,  including  31  houses 
disinfected  and  cleansed,  43  privies  and  ashpits 
cleaned,  46  collections  of  offensive  refuse  removed, 
and  in  55  cases  house  drains  and  sinks  have  re¬ 
ceived  attention.  Altogether  52  notices  have  been 
served,  and  46  complied  with.  The  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  has  performed  his  duties  in  a  very 
efficient  manner  and  given  me  every  satisfaction. 

Trusting  you  will  consider  this  report  for  the 
past  year  satisfactory, 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  -Servant, 

B.  POPE  BARTLETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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